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SHIRE OF GOOMALLING — FIRES 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.54 pm]: Very briefly before we rise tonight, 
I want to give a special shout-out to some very special people. Today we have had some dry thunderstorms in the 
wheatbelt. Dry thunderstorms are those in which the rain does not precede the lightning and storms can run along and 
light fires, which is what happened in the Shire of Goomalling. Multiple fires were lit by lightning strikes, including 
one on our farm. It started on the Eaton farm and burnt through the Chitty property and over to our place. Fortunately, 
it got in amongst some canola that does not burn as well as wheat, so it was able to be contained by many volunteer 
and career firefighters and helicopter pilots. The Minister for Emergency Services would have been quite proud of 
his team today and how they set about putting out the fire. Fire also threatened the house of Laura Monaghan and 
her partner, Scot, and family who live close by. It was quite an intense day up in our part of the world. 
I take the opportunity to thank everybody from the Shire of Goomalling and the Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services for their efforts. They have the fires under control but they are still mopping up as we speak. Chief bushfire 
control officer Lindsay White was quick thinking to put on a fire ban when these storms came and managed multiple 
fires across the shire. On a sad note, a very good friend of mine Brandon Forward was burnt and injured quite 
badly today. Brandon was airlifted to Perth. He is in Royal Perth Hospital as we speak. I wish him and his family all 
the best for a speedy recovery. We will have to wait and see what the next few days hold for Brandon. It was a very 
difficult day and everybody really rose to the challenge. As we always do in the bush, we all rallied together when 
things mattered and got the fires out. Thanks, everyone. 

House adjourned at 9.56 pm 
__________ 
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